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Pub. L. 104-127, title III, §336(f)(2), Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat.
1007.

§2273. Local search and rescue operations

The Secretary of Agriculture may assist,
through the use of Soil Conservation Service
personnel, vehicles, communication equipment,
and other equipment or materials available to
the Secretary, in local search and rescue oper-
ations when requested by responsible local pub-
lic authorities. Such assistance may be provided
in emergencies caused by tornadoes, fires,
floods, snowstorms, earthquakes, and similar
disasters.

(Pub. L. 97-98, title XV, §1550, Dec. 22, 1981, 95
Stat. 1344.)

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective Dec. 22, 1981, see section 1801 of Pub.
L. 97-98, set out as a note under section 4301 of this
title.

§2274. Firearm authority of employees engaged
in animal quarantine enforcement

Any employee of the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture designated by the Secretary
of Agriculture and the Attorney General of the
United States may carry a firearm and use a
firearm when necessary for self-protection, in
accordance with rules and regulations issued by
the Secretary of Agriculture and the Attorney
General of the United States, while such em-
ployee is engaged in the performance of the em-
ployee’s official duties to (1) carry out any law
or regulation related to the control, eradication,
or prevention of the introduction or dissemina-
tion of communicable disease of livestock or
poultry into the United States or (2) perform
any duty related to such disease control, eradi-
cation, or prevention, subject to the direction of
the Secretary.

(Pub. L. 97-312, §1, Oct. 14, 1982, 96 Stat. 1461.)

§2275. Repealed. Pub. L. 101-624, title XV,
§1572(3), Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 3702

Section, Pub. L. 99-198, title XI, §1151, Dec. 23, 1985, 99
Stat. 1497, provided for trade consultation between the
Foreign Agricultural Service and other Federal agen-
cies. See section 5674 of this title.

§2276. Confidentiality of information

(a) Authorized disclosure

In the case of information furnished under a
provision of law referred to in subsection (d) of
this section, neither the Secretary of Agri-
culture, any other officer or employee of the De-
partment of Agriculture or agency thereof, nor
any other person may—

(1) use such information for a purpose other
than the development or reporting of aggre-
gate data in a manner such that the identity
of the person who supplied such information is
not discernible and is not material to the in-
tended uses of such information; or

(2) disclose such information to the public,
unless such information has been transformed
into a statistical or aggregate form that does
not allow the identification of the person who
supplied particular information.
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(b) Duty of Secretary; immunity from disclosure;
necessary consent

(1) In carrying out a provision of law referred
to in subsection (d) of this section, no depart-
ment, agency, officer, or employee of the Fed-
eral Government, other than the Secretary of
Agriculture, shall require a person to furnish a
copy of statistical information provided to the
Department of Agriculture.

(2) A copy of such information—

(A) shall be immune from mandatory disclo-
sure of any type, including legal process; and
(B) shall not, without the consent of such
person, be admitted as evidence or used for
any purpose in any action, suit, or other judi-
cial or administrative proceeding.
(c) Violations; penalties

Any person who shall publish, cause to be pub-
lished, or otherwise publicly release information
collected pursuant to a provision of law referred
to in subsection (d) of this section, in any man-
ner or for any purpose prohibited in section?! (a)
of this section, shall be fined not more than
$10,000 or imprisoned for not more than 1 year,
or both.

(d) Specific provisions for collection of informa-
tion

For purposes of this section, a provision of law
referred to in this subsection means—

(1) the first section of the Act entitled ‘“‘An
Act authorizing the Secretary of Agriculture
to collect and publish statistics of the grade
and staple length of cotton’, approved March
3, 1927 (7 U.S.C. 471) (commonly referred to as
the ‘“‘Cotton Statistics and Estimates Act”);

(2) the first section of the Act entitled ‘““‘An
Act to provide for the collection and publica-
tion of statistics of tobacco by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture’, approved January 14,
1929 (7 U.S.C. 501);

(3) the first section of the Act entitled ‘“‘An
Act to provide for the collection and publica-
tion of statistics of peanuts by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture’’, approved June 24, 1936 (7
U.S.C. 951);

(4) section 203(g) of the Agricultural Market-
ing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1622(2));

(5) section 526(a) of the Revised Statutes (7
U.S.C. 2204(a));

(6) the Act entitled ‘“An Act providing for
the publication of statistics relating to spirits
of turpentine and resin”, approved August 15,
1935 (7 U.S.C. 2248);

(7) section 42 of title 13;

(8) section 4 of the Act entitled ‘“An Act to
establish the Department of Commerce and
Labor’’, approved February 14, 1903 (15 U.S.C.
1516);

(9) section 2 of the joint resolution entitled
“Joint resolution relating to the publication
of economic and social statistics for Ameri-
cans of Spanish origin or descent’, approved
June 16, 1976 (15 U.S.C. 1516a); or2

(10) section 3(e) of the Forest and Rangeland
Renewable Resources Research Act of 1978 (16
U.S.C. 1642(e)); 2

1S0 in original. Probably should be ‘‘subsection’’.
280 in original. The word ‘‘or” probably should appear at end
of par. (10).
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(11) section 2204g of this title.

(e) Information provided to Secretary of Com-
merce

This section shall not prohibit the release of
information under section 2204g(f)(2) of this
title.

(Pub. L. 99-198, title XVII, §1770, Dec. 23, 1985, 99
Stat. 1657; Pub. L. 105-113, §4(a)(2), (b), Nov. 21,
1997, 111 Stat. 2276; Pub. L. 106-113, div. B,
§1000(a)(3) [title III, §348], Nov. 29, 1999, 113 Stat.
1535, 15601A-207.)

AMENDMENTS

1999—Subsec. (d)(10), (11). Pub. L. 106-113 added par.
(10) and redesignated former par. (10) as (11).

1997—Subsec. (d)(10). Pub. L. 105-113, §4(a)(2), added
par. (10).

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 105-113, §4(b), added subsec. (e).

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS

This section is referred to in section 1502 of this title.

§2277. Contracts by Animal and Plant Health In-
spection Service for services to be performed
abroad

Funds available to the Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service (APHIS) under this
and subsequent appropriations shall be available
for contracting with individuals for services to
be performed outside of the United States, as de-
termined by APHIS to be necessary or appro-
priate for carrying out programs and activities
abroad. Such individuals shall not be regarded
as officers or employees of the United States
under any law administered by the Office of Per-
sonnel Management.

(Pub. L. 102-142, title VII, §737, Oct. 28, 1991, 105
Stat. 915.)

PRIOR PROVISIONS

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in the following prior appropriation act:

Pub. L. 101-506, title VI, §641, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat.
1350.

§2278. Consistency with international obliga-
tions of United States

(a) In general

Prior to the promulgation of, or amendment
to, any order or plan under a research and pro-
motion program relating to research and pro-
motion of any agricultural commodity or prod-
uct, after November 28, 1990, where such order or
plan would provide for an assessment on im-
ports, the Secretary of Agriculture shall consult
with the United States Trade Representative re-
garding the consistency of the provisions of the
order or plan with the international obligations
of the United States.

(b) Compliance with U.S. international obliga-
tions

The Secretary of Agriculture shall take all
steps necessary and appropriate to ensure that
any order or plan or amendment to such order or
plan, and the implementation and enforcement
of any order or plan or amendment to such order
or plan, or program as it relates to imports is
nondiscriminatory and in compliance with the
international obligations of the United States,
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as interpreted by the United States Trade Rep-
resentative.

(¢) Construction

Nothing in this section shall be construed as
providing for a cause of action under this sec-
tion.

(Pub. L. 101-624, title XIX, §1999T, Nov. 28, 1990,
104 Stat. 3928.)

§2279. Outreach and assistance for socially dis-
advantaged farmers and ranchers

(a) Outreach and assistance
(1) In general

The Secretary of Agriculture (hereafter re-
ferred to in this section as the ‘‘Secretary’’)
shall provide outreach and technical assist-
ance to encourage and assist socially dis-
advantaged farmers and ranchers to own and
operate farms and ranches and to participate
in agricultural programs. This assistance
should include information on application and
bidding procedures, farm management, and
other essential information to participate in
agricultural programs.

(2) Grants and contracts

The Secretary may make grants and enter
into contracts and other agreements in the
furtherance of this section with the following
entities—

(A) any community based organization
that—

(i) has demonstrated experience in pro-
viding agricultural education or other ag-
riculturally related services to socially
disadvantaged farmers and ranchers;

(ii) provides documentary evidence of its
past experience of working with socially
disadvantaged farmers and ranchers dur-
ing the two years preceding its application
for assistance under this section; and

(iii) does not engage in activities prohib-
ited under section 501(c)(3) of title 26; and

(B) 1890 Land-Grant Colleges including
Tuskegee Institute, Indian tribal commu-
nity colleges and Alaska native cooperative
colleges, Hispanic serving post-secondary
educational institutions, and other post-sec-
ondary educational institutions with dem-
onstrated experience in providing agri-
culture education or other agriculturally re-
lated services to socially disadvantaged fam-
ily farmers and ranchers in their region.

(3) Funding

There are authorized to be appropriated
$10,000,000 for each fiscal year to carry out this
subsection.

(b) Designation of Federal personnel
(1) In general

The Secretary shall designate from existing
Federal personnel resources in the county or
region a qualified person who shall, in co-
operation with the State cooperative exten-
sion services, implement the policies and pro-
grams established or modified in accordance
with this section.

(2) Additional personnel

In counties or regions in which the number
of socially disadvantaged farmers and ranch-
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